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Frogs Croaking 
Presented by Ray Draper 


Ray Draper has had a long association with the Ballarat Environment 
Network (current committee member) and has worked since 2000 as 
a consultant on various projects throughout and beyond our region. 
A recent undertaking which related to frogs provided insights about 
this very important component of our ecosystem. 


For most of us, we mainly enjoy hearing (rather than seeing) frogs 
croaking. So, Ray’s introduction to each of the 11 local species was 
informative and interesting. They are a varied bunch, with spring 
and autumn breeders calling at those times. Even now in late au- 
tumn the Victorian Smooth Froglet may still be heard. 


A wide range of habitat can be seen from their names: there are 
Striped and Spotted Marsh Frogs, Ewing’s Tree Frog, the Growling 
Grass Frog and the Plains Froglet. The Common Froglet has the 
highest numbers throughout Victoria. As well as Frogs and Froglets, 
there are also Bibron’s and Southern Toadlets (which don’t hop and 
can’t swim, but walk) and the Common Spadefoot Toad (a burrower, 
known for its melodious voice). The Pobblebonk is named for its 
call, and does eat other frogs. As well as general illustrations of each 
frog, it was interesting to see the decorative undersides of several 
species, a sight not often seen by casual observers. 


Photo: Striped Marsh 
Frog 
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Frogs are indeed “croaking” with a decline in their numbers locally 
and internationally. It 1s hard for frog species to survive the draining 
and development of wetlands, pollution and erosion in remaining 
habitat, attacks by invasive and exotic species, and challenges of cli- 
mate change. Recent droughts saw numbers plummet here in Aus- 
tralia. In some countries, their tasty legs can be a source of income; 
in other places, endemic species will be affected by the introduction 
of the culinary varieties. 


This is a familiar story, but Ray then described another most dire 
threat, the Chytrid Fungus. 


Since the 1980s, this scourge, Chytrid Fungus has been detected 
worldwide and is decimating frogs wherever it is found. This in- 
cludes Australia, where infection has been found in 43 species. The 
fungus spreads through spores into waterways, and then infects both 
tadpoles and frogs. Terrestrial species can come into contact when 
they drink. The fungus creates a dense matting on the skin, eventu- 
ally “mummifying” and killing its victim. 


Ray is most concerned by the spread of Chytrid, which he has seen 
during recent field work in the Hopkins, Glenelg and Portland areas. 
This is part of a co-ordinated national study which 1s tracking and 
working to understand the problem. Perhaps any signs of natural 
resistance can be investigated to allow for effective action 1n the fu- 
ture. Those species already listed as generally endangered will cer- 
tainly need particular assistance to avoid this new risk. 


In the meantime, Ray asked that we take care to avoid spreading the 
fungus ourselves. It 1s necessary to sterilise equipment, hands and 
boots after visiting suspect areas. We are now better informed of the 
situation, and hope that the insidious threat can be eventually con- 
trolled. 


Shirley Faull 


Excursion Saturday 3 June 
Fungi Foray Wombat Forest 
Usual departure in Gillies St. 9.30 am, or meet at Garden St. 


Erth’s carpark, Blackwood, 10.30 am - members also may join 
the group in this carpark at lunchtime (approx 12.30—1.30) 
Remember to bring small hand mirror as well as other usual 
Field Nats equipment. 


Excursion to Lesser-known Reserves 
Leader - Elspeth Swan 


The May excursion was to some areas that are less regularly visited 
by our group. For the seven Field Nats, the excursion began at 
Pryor’s Park, at the top end of Eureka Street in Ballarat. This re- 
serve 1s managed by the City of Ballarat and includes an area revege- 
tated by the local friends group. The other section is still pine planta- 
tion but has more indigenous understory that you would expect to 
see under pines. 

It didn’t take long to see several types of fungi including the Fly 
Agaric. Years ago when this reserve was visited by the club it was 
possible to see glimpses of the City of Ballarat, especially 1f you 
stood on the seat but now the revegetation has increased in height 
blocking the view. 

After a short break at the Navigator’s Hall it was on to the Pound 
Springs Bushland Reserve in Pound Creek Road near Yendon No 1 
road. This reserve is managed by Parks Victoria. 


Photo: Flagstaff Hill Road - our lunch-time spot 


Over twenty years ago, as part of a project, the Lal Lal Catchment 
Landcare Group planted more indigenous trees, and we completed 
their project by removing the plastic bags which were almost to the 
stage of strangling the trunks. Banksia marginata was flowering, 
and a yellow robin was observed. We also heard a Bibron’s Toadlet, 
described as sounding like marbles in a glass. 


Photo: Common Heath Em- 
pacris impressa 


Lunch was beside a lovely 
small dam on Flagstaff Hill 
Road in the Lal Lal Forest. 
Here were many _ orchid 
leaves and Emily spotted the 
first flowers of Tiny Green- 
hood Prerostylis. The native 
heath Common Heath Em- 
pacris impressa was abun- 
dant in many shades of pink. 
We also spotted the red 
leaves of sundews. 


Photo: Ghost Fugus Om- 
phalotus nidiformis 


There were quite a few Sam 
fungi including Ghost mg 
Fungi. ae 


Next, after a short drive Seng 
down the road we took a Stas 
walk up to the top of Mt & 
Doran. 

There is no view from this mount and it is quite a rocky site but a 
keen eye noticed a Parson’s Band Orchid. The last site for most of 
us was the old Mt Doran Recreation Reserve, which is a BEN Re- 
serve. While it 1s in very good condition we did notice several ma- 
ture Sugar Gums on the back fence and someone has been removing 
fallen timber. 


Plant lists and more photos of the excursion may be found on the 
club’s blog. 


Elspeth Swan 


Request for funds from Trust for Nature 


With the help of donors, the Trust hopes to raise $200 000 to help 
ensure the survival of the Giles Planigale (see photo below), the Re- 
gent Parrot and many other species 
of native plants and animals that 
depend on Ned’s Corner as their 
home. The wildlife is threatened 
by the ravages of past habitat loss 
and feral predators. 


Neds Corner, west of Mildura, was 
originally a 30 000 hectare sheep 
property. It 1s now been managed 
since 2008 for the Trust by Peter 
and Colleen Barnes 


So far volunteers have assisted 
with weed control, planting seed- 
lings, removing old fences and~ 
controlling rabbits with over 20 000 warrens removed. This work 
allows for the regeneration of natural vegetation. 


etch ownine Paes FO — 


The funds are urgently needed to continue to re-establish a stock- 
trampled land of shifting sands to a vast expanse of saltbush plains 
interspersed with regenerating shrubs as well as healthier floodplains 
and wetlands that now receive more regular flooding. 


MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 4 
Club Camp at Casterton Fri 27 — Mon 29 Oct 2017 


Things of interest to see: 
Bilston Tree — a very large Red Gum. 
Glenelg-Wannon River junction. 
Bailey's Rock, Dergholm State Park 
Mill Swamp and Wilkin Flora and Flora Reserve 


for bird watchers and wildflowers. 

Red-tailed Black Cockatoos, Brolgas. 

Wannon and Nigretta Falls; Points Arboretum. 
Aceutnenedatian available includes motels, hotels, cottages, 
caravan park but no cabins or on-site vans. Details available 
by email. 


MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
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Excerpts from Club Meeting Minutes - 5 May 
Opening and Apologies 
Attendance: President John Gregurke welcomed 27 attendees and 7 
visitors. Apol: C Hall, P & C Dalman, V Hocking, A & I Bone, G 
Binns, M Keatley, T Fletcher, J Morrish, E Thurgood, M Moravec, 
B & K Elder, B Murphy, L Hanrahan, M Rich. 
Business Arising from Previous Club Meeting: 
Sub-committee John P, Margaret R, John G., Roger T., Emily N. to 
be formed to work on document detailing FNCB’s hopes for 
Woowookarung Regional Park’s management directions: 
Sub-committee Marie K, Peter & Emily N, John G. to be formed to 
work on grant application for administrative support/ training to up- 
load Club records onto Victorian Biodiversity Atlas. 
Correspondence: IN 
From John Petheram, Club member: circa’d email re concerns about 
the extensive network of mapped mountain bike trails in Woowooka- 
rung Regional Park spreading dieback and causing erosion of trails 
and damage to heritage water races; circa’d email requesting guid- 
ance on the permit required by FNCB to continue flora monitoring 
from photo-points, assessing cover-abundance of vegetation and re- 
porting results to Parks Vic. 
From Andy Arnold, Club member: sneak peak at an article about 
habitat characteristics of, and resource use by, Brush-tailed Phasco- 
gales in central Victoria soon to be published by CSIRO. 
From Susan Kruss, Fed. Un1.: draft of her article on Pat Murphy for 
“Muelleria”. 
From Tim D’Ombrain: notification that he has quarantined his block 
in Dereel due to South African Orchid spread and requests that field 
nat’s contact him first 1f they would like to visit. 
OUT :To Tim D’Ombrain: acknowledgement of email and affirma- 
tion that club members would be notified of his plan to quarantine 
his block to prevent further South African Orchid incursion. 
Business Arising from Correspondence: 
Club to present poster on Canadian RP flora monitoring for Biodi- 
versity Across the Borders conference in June. Andy Arnold moved 
a motion that the Club spend $100 or so to produce a professional 
looking poster for the Conference. Consider Club membership of 
Friends of Canadian Corridor: $20,. 
Reports: 
Treasurer's Report: Opening bal: $8,017.54; Income $315.56 —Ex- 
penses $151.15 Closing bal: $8,181,95 


SWIFFT Video-conference: 4 members of FNCB attended with the 
overall theme being threatened species conservation projects. Ray 
Draper presented on the work of Ballarat Environment Network to 
preserve biodiversity and threatened species in 51 Crown Land re- 
serves, Mandy Watson told us some of the fascinating outcomes of 
20 years of research into Southern Right Whales, and projects at 
Mt Koorong and Winton Wetlands were described. All pres- 
entations will be uploaded onto the SWIFFT website within a 
week. 


Show & Tell / Field Reports 

John P reported Brush-tailed Phascogales living in a shed on 
Mooroobool River near Meredith, eating eggs from native bird’s 
nests. 

John M found a Fly Agaric fungi at the Queen Elizabeth Centre, As- 
cot St Sth. 

Emily N reported Tiny Greenhoods, Red-tipped Tiny Greenhoods, 
Bearded Muidge-orchids, Sharp Midge-orchids, Mosquito Orchids 
and Parson’s Bands all flowering now in Enfield State Forest/ Pk. 
Ken H recorded three Hardhead Ducks and approximately 20 Wel- 
come Swallows feeding at Paul’s Wetland and an Eastern Spinebill 
on a Grevillea in his garden. 

Paul N reported 13 Phlebopus fungi up to 45cm across in his Mt 
Egerton garden. 

Margaret T spotted about a dozen Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos 
flying overhead in Nerrina. 

Andy A had two busy months to fill us in on: Spotted Jezebel 
(Delias aganippe) butterfly adult in flight at Prince of Wales Wet- 
land on March 23; 

Spotted Nightjar a victim of road-kill at the end of its range at the 
junction of Weerona Rd and Shepherds Flat Rd in Wombat Forest; 
Common Brown Butterfly (Heteronympha meropa meropa) in flight 
in Yandoit South; 

Cladia aggregate and Cladia corallaizon in the lichen fields of Mt 
Erip Flora Reserve. 

9 Brush-tailed Phascogales including 3 females and six Agile An 
techinus Antechinus agilis recorded in fauna surveys at Wombat 
Forest and Hepburn Regional Park in early April. 

Analysis of the Brush-tailed Phascogale scats revealed that it 
had eaten a large spider and a Water beetle, family Dystidae 
(which fly at night, when Phascogales feed). 


CALENDAR 2017 


June 
Fri 2 Springtails - Penny Greenslade, Federation University 
*Sat 3 Exc: Fungi Foray at Wombat Forest: Les Hanrahan, 


club member (See p. 2) 


Tues 23 Committee meeting at Val’s 


July 

Fri 7 Reports on 2016 ANN Get-together Perth & Kimberley 
trip - club members 

Sun 9 Exc: Afternoon at Lal Lal & Moorabool Falls - Fran 


Hanrahan, club member 


Committee 
President John Gregurke 
Vice Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary Emily Noble Val Hocking 
Treasurer Les Hanrahan John Mildren 
Andy Arnold 
Bill Elder 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Emily Noble 
Editors: Fran Hanrahan 
John Petheram 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr of Gillies 
and Gregory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 
Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training 
Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 
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